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This makes a type of sliver known as the hen-wing,
which is peculiar to all combing-machines with horizontal
drawing-off rollers. All the long fibres lie on and travel
up one side of the drawing-off leather, with all the short
ones on the other side; so that when the sliver is rolled
in a revolving funnel, all the short fibres will be on the
inside or outside, as the case may be, and not blended
uniformly throughout the sliver, as in a Noble comb.
The noil is removed from the circle in a very simple
manner by steel noil knives running between the rows
of pins, which lift the short wool clear of the points
of the pins, and place it within reach of the noil rollers
or allow it to fall direct into a can provided for the
purpose. The circle is now empty, and, after travelling
another quarter revolution, is ready to be again filled
by the carrying comb.
It must be obvious to the most casual observer that
if these various processes are to be carried out properly
great care.must be exercised in timing and setting the
different parts of the machine. The nip must close
just at the instant the faller is at the front, and must
move fast enough to complete the draw before the
faller begins to drop, or the tail end of the staple will
be freed from the pins, slipping over instead of being
drawn through them, and bringing with it some of the
short wool which ought to be left behind.
The carrying comb must just meet and slightly press
against the nip, before the jaws open, or the tuft would
fall. The dabber must be so accurately timed that
it will press the wool into the circle just as the carrier
comb is leaving it. It is necessary that the pressing
barrel should be adjusted so as to press the wool firmly
over the whole length of the fallers; and unless the
j aws of the nip are an exact fit, they will either cut
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